
Friday, April 2, 2021: Good Friday 

 

John 19: 16 – 22, 28 – 30 (New International Version)  

The Crucifixion of Jesus 

Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. So the soldiers took charge of 
Jesus. Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is 
called Golgotha). There they crucified him, and with him two others—one on each side 
and Jesus in the middle. Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: 
JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. Many of the Jews read this sign, 
for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in 
Aramaic, Latin and Greek. The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not 
write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.” Pilate 
answered, “What I have written, I have written.”  
Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be 
fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a 
sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips.  
When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his 
head and gave up his spirit.  

 

From Jan Richardson, Circle of Grace 
 
Song of the Winding Sheet 
 
We never 
would have wished it 
to come to this, 
yet we call 
these moments holy 
As we hold you. 
 
Holy the tending, 
holy the winding, 
holy the leaving  
as in the living. 
 
Holy the silence,  
holy the stillness, 
holy the turning  
and returning to earth.  
 
Blessed is the One 
who came 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=82
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=john+19:16-27


in the name,  
blessed is the One 
who laid 
himself down 
 
blessed is the One 
emptied for us 
 
blessed is the One 
wearing the shroud. 
 
Holy the waiting, 
holy the grieving,  
holy the shadows 
and gathering night.  
 
Holy the darkness, 
holy the hours,  
holy the hope 
turning toward light. 


