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John 3: 16 – 21 [Jesus continued in his conversation with Nicodemus] (New 
International Version) 

 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is 
not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they 
have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. This is the verdict: Light has 
come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds 
were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear 
that their deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so 
that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God.” 
 
 
From Writings of Teresa of Avila 
 
Today while beseeching our Lord to speak for me, there came to my mind what I shall 

now speak about. It is that we consider our soul to be like a castle made entirely out of a 

diamond or of very clear crystal, in which there are many rooms, just as in heaven there 

are many dwelling places. For in reflecting upon it carefully, Sisters, we realize that the 

soul of the just person is nothing else but a paradise where the Lord says He finds His 

delight. So then, what do you think that abode will be like where a King so powerful, so 

wise, so pure, so full of all good things takes His delight? I don’t find anything 

comparable to the magnificent beauty of a soul and its marvelous capacity. 


